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LeBron James lidera a Estados Unidos na vitdoria contra a
Sérvia nas Olimpiadas

LeBron James fez seu retorno emocionante ao basquete olimpico no domingo, com uma atuagao
dominante na vitoria por 110-84 contra a Sérvia, seu primeiro jogo nas Olimpiadas desde 2012.

Foi a primeira vez que James jogou no torneio quadrienal desde que conquistou jogar jogo da
velha segunda medalha de ouro consecutiva nos Jogos de Londres jogar jogo da velha 2012 e
estava claro que o armador de 39 anos, maior artilheiro de todos os tempos da NBA, estava
trazendo tanta energia quanto pudesse para Paris. A proxima partida dos EUA seré contra o
Sudéo do Sul, na quarta-feira, que fez os americanos correrem perigo jogar jogo da velha um
jogo de exibicdo jogar jogo da velha Londres antes dos Jogos, decidido por apenas um ponto.

Os 21 pontos, oito rebotes e nove assisténcias de James ajudaram a fornecer o félego para a
equipe dos EUA durante a partida. O armador quatro vezes campedo da NBA parecia estar
sempre a beira de escapar do backcourt dos EUA no contra-ataque, exemplificado por uma cesta
dificil e contestada no terceiro quarto, jogar jogo da velha que a estrela dos Lakers de Los
Angeles empurrou um defensor sérvio para a cesta.

A primeira metade, no entanto, foi toda sobre Kevin Durant, que marcou 21 pontos jogar jogo da
velha 8-para-8 arremessos. A performance do ala-armador dos Suns de Phoenix mostrou o
guanto o bicampeédo da NBA gosta desta competicdo jogar jogo da velha particular.

Durant esta se recuperando de uma les@o no tendéo do calcanhar e seu tempo de jogo foi
limitado durante o jogo, caso contrério, ele poderia ter encerrado o jogo com uma linha estatistica
ainda mais ridicula. Ele terminou com 23 pontos.

Em um time repleto de estrelas, dois estreantes olimpicos também se destacaram contra a
Sérvia.

Anthony Edwards fez jogar jogo da velha estreia nas Olimpiadas e ja tem jogar jogo da velha
primeira jogada de destaque. Com um movimento de giro e finta de bombeamento ao longo da
linha de base no ultimo possesso da equipe dos EUA no terceiro quarto, o armador dos
Timberwolves do Minnesota enviou um defensor sérvio voando para a linha lateral enquanto foi
para a cesta. Edwards ficou com um tiro sem marcacgao que ele facilmente afundou para um
cesto, aumentando a vantagem dos EUA para 19 pontos antes do quarto final.

A jogada e o cesto de Edwards desencadearam celebrac¢des entre seus companheiros de time,
incluindo Steph Curry dangando. Edwards terminou com 11 pontos e cinco rebotes.

Parecia ser o ponto de virada que colocou a equipe dos EUA no caminho da vitéria esmagadora
depois que a Sérvia se manteve perto por boa parte dos primeiros trés quartos do jogo.

Os arremessos de trés pontos de Curry se mostraram um grande ativo no inicio, pois a Sérvia
saiu muito bem no primeiro quarto. Alguns arremessos importantes no inicio do primeiro quarto
ajudaram a frear a corrida dos europeus e impediram que os EUA tivessem um buraco muito
grande para se desenterrar.

A estrela dos Warriors da Golden State esteve jogar jogo da velha grande parte jogar jogo da
velha siléncio pelo resto do jogo, perdendo alguns arremessos que gostaria de ter de volta a
medida que se adapta a linha de trés pontos internacional mais curta. Ele terminou o jogo com um
arremesso de trés pontos exclamativo para 11 pontos.

Jrue Holiday e Devin Booker também tiveram atuacdes sélidas com 15 e 12 pontos,
respectivamente.

A Sérvia deve ser uma for¢ca neste torneio, no entanto, gracas a jogar jogo da velha estrela



Editor's Note: Sign up for Unlocking the World, our weekly newsletter. Stay informed about the
latest developments in aviation, food and drink, accommodations, and other travel news.

"It is with great sadness that we must announce the death of a dream. Midnight Trains died today,
surrounded by family and friends."

This was the message from Midnight Trains founder Adrien Aumont on May 31, marking the end
of the company's vision to create a new network of luxury night trains connecting major European
cities.

Europe had been on the brink of a potential night train revolution, as travelers sought out more
sustainable links between cities. The appeal of falling asleep in one city center and waking up in
another, hundreds of miles away, has become increasingly attractive in an era of heightened
environmental concerns and problematic air travel experiences.

However, despite the demand, startups like Midnight Trains face nearly insurmountable
challenges in entering the market.

New "open access" rules that allow new operators to share Europe's rail network with existing
state-owned railway companies were expected to open the doors for innovative ideas and routes.
Consequently, several new operators emerged, proposing a web of new routes, cheaper fares, or
more luxurious accommodations.

Nonetheless, only a few have managed to launch their services.

Sweden's Snalltaget, connecting Stockholm with Denmark and Germany, and Czech travel
provider Regiojet, operating a handful of overnight routes in Central and Eastern Europe, are
among the successful examples. European Sleeper, focusing solely on overnight travel, began its
Brussels-Amsterdam-Berlin trains in 2024 and now serves Prague three times a week.

European Sleeper's experiences, including struggles to secure appropriate trains and schedules,
offer cautionary lessons for other open-access operators. The company's ambition to launch a
new route each year is hindered by a shortage of suitable coaches and the complexities of
navigating national railway administrations, particularly in France.

Despite a compelling argument for "clean” air travel and the potential for night trains to encourage
people to shift to rail travel on medium-distance routes, Midnight Trains was unable to secure the
necessary financial backing. The European Union's rail market, while theoretically open to
competition, has primarily opened up to itself, leaving new entrants at a disadvantage.

Crescente demanda

Midnight Trains aimed to offer a deluxe "hotel on wheels" experience between Paris and
Barcelona starting in 2025.

Long-term plans included serving 10 destinations radiating from Paris, including Milan/Venice,
Florence/Rome, Hamburg, Berlin, and Copenhagen, as well as connections to Madrid, Porto, and
Edinburgh via the Channel Tunnel.

Although Midnight Trains discussed options with various suppliers, it did not secure any suitable
overnight vehicles, nor did it initiate the process of building or refurbishing them according to its
proposed specifications. All prospective open-access train operators face a significant challenge
in sourcing appropriate "pre-loved" rolling stock.

Advocates of open-access night trains are urging the European Union to facilitate the creation of
new services by helping fund the procurement of specialized night train coaches, which could
then be leased to train companies.

"European Sleeper demonstrates that demand for long-distance cross-border passenger ralil,
including night trains, is growing fast, and that such services can be operated in a commercially
viable open-access manner," explains Brooks.

However, challenges persist beyond acquiring the trains. Traditional venture capitalists and
infrastructure funds are not equipped to invest in risky, complex, long-term projects, and rail



vehicle leasing companies are reluctant to invest in rolling stock without a guaranteed long-term
operating contract.

Night trains are inherently complicated, labor-intensive, and expensive to operate, which has
contributed to their decline since the 1970s.

"The effort required to get new sleeper trains up and running should not be underestimated," adds
rail expert Mark Smith, better known as online rail travel guru The Man in Seat 61. "But OBB and
start-ups such as European Sleeper are proving that it can be done.”

Legacy railways have found it easier to deliver better overnight trains. OBB, working with Swiss
Federal Railways and Germany's Deutsche Bahn, has reinvigorated overnight routes linking hubs
in Vienna and Zurich with cities in Germany, Austria, Italy, Hungary, Poland, Czechia, France,
Belgium, and the Netherlands.

This success has encouraged other countries, including Italy, France, and Sweden, to re-examine
overnight operations and propose new carriages to improve their offering.

Italian State Railways has ordered 70 new carriages for night trains, featuring high-quality cabins
with en suite toilets and showers, some with double beds.

With the notable exception of Nightjet, European night train services have yet to meet
expectations. Demand is growing, but the immense challenges of financing and setting up new
operations are suppressing growth.

Formidable operational, political, and financial obstacles will not disappear overnight. A concerted
effort by the EU and member states is required to deliver railways truly open to competition,
ensuring the long-awaited revolution in European night trains can thrive.
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